EMPIRE STATE

CEMPAI

CHILD CARE

October 19, 2023

The Honorable Kathy Hochul
Governor of New York State
State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Hochul:

Thank you for championing child care as Governor, and throughout your career as an elected
official. Under your leadership as Governor, we’ve achieved historic expansions to child care
assistance, making tens of thousands more New York families eligible for assistance for high-
quality child care. Yet, there are still many New York families who face unscalable barriers to
accessing child care assistance, among them, families where parents work unpredictable or
fluctuating hours.

The undersigned New York parents; child care providers; child and family, gender, and social
justice advocates; provider networks; academics; and labor and business leaders —nearly all
members of the Empire State Campaign for Child Care —call on you to immediately sign into
law S.5327A/A.4986A - to decouple child care assistance from parents” work hours. Once
signed, this law will finally end New York’s practice of tying parents’ exact hours of work to the
hours a child can attend child care. This practice effectively makes child care assistance
unavailable to the many New York parents who work jobs with inconsistent or rotating
schedules or part-time hours, or are part of the growing gig economy. A recent report by the
Bipartisan Policy Institute reports that nationally, a third of parents don’t know their work

schedule more than two weeks in advance; this practice is detrimental to children’s wellbeing,
denying them the consistent early childhood education and predictable schedules that allow
them to thrive. Signing this law will immediately put child care within reach for thousands of
New York families already facing the many challenges that come with inadequate income and
unpredictable hours - families who are disproportionately Black, brown and immigrant — and

move New York another step on the path to universal child care.

Notably, last year, you signed an earlier version of the bill (5.6655A/A.7661). Empire State
Campaign for Child Care members publicly celebrated the passage of the bill, believing it
would end New York’s detrimental practice of tying parents” exact hours of work to the hours a
child can attend child care.
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https://bipartisanpolicy.org/download/?file=/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/BPC_ECI-Parent-Report_R04.pdf
https://shift.hks.harvard.edu/its-about-time-how-work-schedule-instability-matters-for-workers-families-and-racial-inequality/

Unfortunately, the prior legislation proved to be a source of disappointment and frustration for
parents, child care providers, and advocates. The bill was drafted to allow child care assistance
outside of parents” hours of work only if supported by local funds. Given that the longstanding
financing structure of New York’s child care system does not segregate funding by source
(local, state, or federal), it is nearly impossible for localities to create the infrastructure to fund
this initiative locally. As a result, the prior bill is unlikely to result in meaningful expanded
access to child care. Notably, there does not appear to be a good policy reason to limit the prior
bill to local funds, as nothing in the law governing federal child care assistance requires New
York to only provide federally-funded child care assistance during the exact hours a parent is
engaged in work or another approved activity.

We urge you to sign and implement the decoupling bill 5.5327A/A.4986A without delay to
finally break down this unnecessary barrier that for too long has prevented many parents who
work fluctuating or part-time hours from accessing high-quality child care. Taken together with
the budget wins secured in 2023, this law will move New York decisively down the path to
creating a system that provides affordable, quality child care for more New York families, and
sustainable compensation for child care providers.

Respectfully yours,
Empire State Campaign for Child Care
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CC:
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Senator Jabari Brisport

Assemblymember Andrew Hevesi

Elizabeth Fine, Counsel to the Governor

Karen Persichilli Keogh, Secretary to the Governor

Suzanne Miles-Gustave, Acting Commissioner, NYS Office of Children and Family
Services

Roberta Reardon, Commissioner, NYS Department of Labor

Jihoon Kim, Deputy Secretary for Human Services and Mental Hygiene

Nora Yates, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Child Care Services, NYS OCFS
Lisa Vasnani, Assistant Counsel to the Governor

Emily Meyers, Assistant Secretary to the Governor for Human Services & Mental
Hygiene

Alyson Grant Tarek, Assistant Secretary for Human Services & Mental Hygiene
John DiVito, Legislative Coordinator, NYS OCFS

Empire State Campaign for Child Care is a statewide campaign dedicated to achieving
equitable, universal child care in New York State

empirestatechildcare.org | 540 Broadway, Albany, NY 12207 | email: dhill@scaany.org



